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textiles, timber; wheat
and barley agriculture;
metalworking

17,000 clay cuneiform Ebla
tablets in Sumerian

2300-2200)

Damascus, occupied since
prehistoric times; on N-to-S
caravan route.

flourish (1850-1600), in time
of Patriarchs.

Haran, center of moon cult;
strategic position made it
target of Amorites.




0-2900
0-2850
Many cities; settlements
in Negev and Sinai; towns
with mud-brick walls.

Jerusalem, Gezer, Ai,
Jericho (VI-VIII)

Townsin North, e.g.,
Meggido, Beth-shan,
continue to flourish.

Egyptian influence in
South.

Lower city of Arad had
well-developed affinities
with North Canaanite
town of Ai.

Khirbet Kerak pottery
shows gradual
improvement in
techniques.

EB2 sites near Kadesh-
Barnea

Post-urban phase, 2400-2000:
numerous small settlements
and isolated cemeteries in
Jordan Valley and Negev-Sinai

Large cities of Jericho and
Aifell at end of EB3. Hazor
destroyed. Dan occupied.

0-2000

00-2000
Period of upheaval and
abandonment of major urban
centers, c. 2100. Pastoral;
contact with Syria but not
Egypt.
Local nomadic groups,
possibly Amorites, settle
Jericho, Megiddo.

Distinctive burial customs,
pottery and weapons, ¢. 2200.

Other types of pottery,
weapons, burial customs
connected with city-states of
Syria and Phoenicia.

Canaanite ity-states begin

to appear; a time of wealth,
inter-city warfare. Major cities
had a citadel, lower town
enclosed by high ramparts.

Dan, wealthy city through EB
and MB.

Mamre, near Hebron, a
sacred place

R
B2

Several major sophisticated
urban city-states: Hazor, Dan,
Gezer, Shechem, Megiddo,
Salem, Jericho, and Ashdod.
Extensive fortifications utilized
Cyclopean Masonry; enclosed
temples, palaces, government
buildings; high levels of crafts:

Egyptian, Cypriot, and
Mesopotamian imports.
Exports of grain, olive oil,
wine; possibly timber and
cattle.

Semi-nomadic groups
including Habiru, possibly
including patriarchs, infiltrated
between defended towns.

Towns and houses remained
small in Megiddo, Jericho;
distinctive tombs at Jericho.
Little change until violently
destroyed in LB.

Bethel (Tell Beitin)
established and prospered
in MBA.

Patriarchal Age: 2100-1640
(or 1850-1570)

New heavily fortified
sites, e.g., Gezer (c.
1650-1500). Older
refurbished sites, with
embankments, outer
walls, dry moats, large
towers, citadels and large
gates.

Hebron (Tel Rumeida)
founded c. 1720, linked
with Cave of Machpelah.

Settlements in hill
country begin to decline.
By c. 1550 every major
urban center was
destroyed (due to removal
of Hyksos from Egypt?).

Evidence of literacy:
Proto-Sinaitic script,
fragments of cuneiform
texts at Hazor, Megiddo,
Gezer, and Hebron
Fortified cities fell at end
of MB2C: Dan, Hazor,
Bethel, Jericho, and
Hebron.

400
0-1400
Towns violently destroyed
¢.1450, the time of
Thutmosis 11l

Mycenaean pottery shows
trade contacts, but hill
towns poor.

Six different types

of writing, including
cuneiform, hieroglyphics,
(anaanite linear alphabet
related to Ugarit script of
Byblos.

(anaanite religious
practices show remains of
temples, shrines, figurines
at Hazor, Lachish, and
Megiddo.

Bethel now marked by
well-built houses.

Amarna letters describe
Palestine as tributary to
Egyptian empire.

Reuse of MB fortifications
and unwalled cities;
Egyptian-type buildings
at Gezer, Aphek, and
Ashdod; rich tombs at
Dan, Shechem, Gezer,
and Jerusalem.

Evidence of destruction
atend of period,
¢.1250-1150 at Hazor
and Lachish.

Megiddo, Beth-shan,
Shechem, and Gezer

show little evidence of
destruction.

Predynastic Period
Earliest written records

Egyptian Old Kingdom, c. 2700-2190.
Age of Pyramids, 2650-2150

Dynasties:
landIlin EBII
III-Vin EBIII

Pyramid Texts, as early as 3000

Maxims of Ptahhotep, a vizier in 5* dynasty; assembled

€. 2350

First Intermediate Period,
2200-1989

Dynasties:
VI-Xin EB IV
Xl'in MBI

Execration texts, listing
enemies of Egypt

Middle Kingdom, 2116-1795

Second Intermediate Period, 1780-1550
Hyksos Period, ¢.1648-1540: ruled in Lower Egypt;

expelled 1540.

Rock-cut tombs at Beni Hasan, show Semite merchants,

12 dynasty.

Evidence for Semitic settlement in NE Delta (Israelites c.

1800-1446)

Dynasties:
Xll'in MBIIA
XIII-XIV in MBIIB

Coffin Texts, inscriptions, ¢. 2000

Tale of Sinuhe, c. 1950, describes Palestine

Egyptian New Kingdom, 1540-1100
Renewed Egyptian dominance and political control, especially from 1400-1200.

Thousands of Asiatic prisoners, laborers making bricks.

Large Semitic population.

Dynasties:
XV-XVIlin MBIIC
XVIllin LBI
XIXin LBII

Amarna Letters, in Hurrian and Ugaritic, most ¢. 1353-1336, from Gezer,
Jerusalem, Lachish, and Ashdod.

Merneptah’ stele, c. 1220, mentions Israel.
Egyptian Book of the Dead, 1550




